
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2019 

 

Dear parent/carer 

 

I am writing to provide you with key information about this academic year. 

 

Students have made a very positive start to the new year here at the academy. They are smart and we want 

them to feel proud of their appearance. Year 7 have settled in well and look particularly smart in their new 

colour ties.  

 

I am pleased to report that our summer examination results improved in all measures at Key Stage 4, there 

was an increase in overall attainment, as well as an increase in the number of top grades of 7, 8 and 9 at 

GCSE. Our post 16 results continue to be strong. 

 

Each morning members of the Senior Leadership Team and pastoral staff greet students on the front gate 

and in the upper canteen. It is important to us that each child is welcomed each day. This provides a 

positive start and we can quickly deal with any issues. Our students have been polite and have responded 

very well.  

 

The front gate opens at 7.45 a.m. to students for breakfast club and for them to be welcomed in the upper 

canteen. The top gate will not be open in the mornings but is open at the end of the school day.  

 

We believe in excellent behaviour, manners and good order in the academy, so that students can learn and 

thrive and so that teachers can teach. Students are acknowledged and thanked for being well mannered, 

helpful and for trying their best.  

 

In my final letter of last term, I explained that we have made some changes to the detention and 

consequences system so that all students benefit from clear boundaries. All new systems and expectations 

have been explained to students. Please see the attached information from Mr Turner (Assistant Principal). 

If your child is in detention, then you will receive notification via the Keep Kids Safe text messaging 

service. MyEd is currently not working as well as we would like for detention notification, so in the interim 

we will be communicating via text message to make sure you receive the notification.  Thank you for your 

patience and support. 

 

I will be contacting parents this year to consult and seek feedback, as we decide on a new parental 

communication app. 

 

In my previous letter I also explained the changes to the school day, lunch and breaktimes. Lessons now 

last one hour and we have one lunch and one break. Lunch has been extended to last 45 minutes. We are 

using both canteens. Years 11 and 7 have the use of the sixth form canteen, which is now called the lower 
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canteen and Years 8, 9 and 10 use the upper canteen. As a whole Trust we have moved to new caterers, 

Aspens. Information about their menus can be found on our website. 

 

Naturally, there are always teething problems with any new system and we have been working closely 

with Aspens and listening to students, staff and parents. Year 7 have been coming down to lunch slightly 

earlier so that we can enable them to get used to routines. We have refitted the sixth form canteen to 

accommodate students. Year 11, as more senior students, are able to remain in the lower canteen if they so 

wish to spend time with friends. Please be assured that, 5 days into term, we are constantly reviewing 

lunchtime provision and systems. We provide a range of activities for students at lunchtime. Please see the 

attached information letter.  

 

At the start of this new term I would like to remind you that your first point of contact is your child’s form 

tutor as this is a key relationship and the pastoral manager is also an important contact.  This means that 

your questions can be answered quickly. Please see the attached list of tutors and contact details for 

pastoral managers.  

 

We look forward to working in partnership with you this year. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lisa Dolan 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



September 2019 

 

Dear parent/carer 

 

Please find attached key information about some important aspects of life at DACA including some 

changes to our systems.  

 

Our key method of communication with parents is currently via the MyEd app. The majority of parents of 

DACA students use the app and receive communications through it. I would like to encourage parents of 

our new Year 7 students to download the app.  

 

In the summer term we worked on a new system for dealing with low level disruption in lessons. Low 

level disruption hinders the learning of all students. The new consequence system was then launched with 

staff at Inset and has been introduced with students since their return to DACA on September 4th.  

 

In lessons students will be given a verbal indication that the teacher is starting the lesson. The teacher will 

ask for a ‘quality audience’ and then count down from 5 to 1. If after this countdown a student interrupts 

the lesson further, then the teacher will give a verbal warning to the class. If following this verbal warning, 

there is further interruption to learning by any student the teacher will give a final warning. This means 

that before any student is given a detention all students have had 3 opportunities to be listening, in silence, 

ready to learn. Following this final warning, any student who interrupts the lesson will be given a C1. This 

is recorded on the register.  

 

 C1: a 30-minute detention the same day 

 

If the same student interrupts the same lesson again then the C1 becomes a C2. A student who receives a 

C1 in 2 separate lessons during the same day will also receive a C2. 

 

 C2: a 1-hour detention the same day 

 

Any student who gets a C1 or C2 will have had a minimum of 3 occasions and warnings from their teacher 

to modify their behaviour and stop interrupting the lesson and the learning of all students in the classroom. 

There has already been an improvement in behaviour and therefore student progress in lessons. 

 

There is a similar system for students outside lessons, moving round the academy and at breaks and 

lunchtimes. Students who are not behaving in an acceptable manner will be given 2 separate warnings and 

opportunities to get it right before a C1 is given. A C1 outside lessons is a 30-minute detention the same 

day.  

 

We have moved to one single lunch for all year groups and have extended the lunchtime to 45 minutes. As 

a result, we can offer a wider variety of clubs at lunches for students to attend. Currently our lunchtime 

clubs include- 

 Football (Astroturf) 

 Sports Hall (daily activities including basketball, dodgeball, netball and table tennis) 

 Computer club Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.  

 The LRC is open every day for students to use, to borrow books, read and do quiet work. 

 

We intend to widen the offer of clubs at lunchtime to include a workspace for Year 11 students and other 

opportunities for students in all year groups. 

 



It is vital that students are properly equipped for work at DACA each day. Can I remind parents and carers 

that as a minimum we expect all students to have: 

 A bag  

 Pen, pencil, ruler 

 A scientific calculator 

 A reading book (Years 7 and 8) 

 

Students will need a waterproof coat through the winter months. Outdoor coats should not be worn inside 

the building.  

 

Our pastoral managers have remained the same, each following their year group as they progress through 

DACA. In July we appointed a new pastoral manager to Year 7 following the retirement of Mrs Sharples. 

 

Year 7 Mrs H Starkie  helen.starkie@daca.uk.com  

Year 8 Mrs J Stuart  jenna.stuart@daca.uk.com  

Year 9 Miss V Eastwood vikki.eastwood@daca.uk.com  

Year 10 Mr G Wade  gavin.wade@daca.uk.com  

Year 11 Mrs A Fort  alex.fort@daca.uk.com 

 

Members of the Senior Leadership Team are attached to each year group to support in assemblies, 

registration and throughout the year. 

 

Year 7 Mrs Tipping 

Year 8 Mr Clarke 

Year 9 Mr Hallam 

Year 10 Mr Cane 

Year 11 Mrs Lewis 

 

Our form tutor teams are as follows: 

 

7D Mrs Holden 

7A Mr Troughear 

7R Miss Kelly 

7L Mrs Farrar 

7W Mrs Lord 

7E Miss Ratcliffe 

7N Mrs Clarke and Mr Morriss 

7I Mr Eden 

 

8D Mr Holding 

8A Miss Duckworth 

8R Mrs Martin 

8L Mr Barrow 

8W Mr Longhill 

8E Mr Johnson 

8N Miss Saunders 

8I Miss Wilkinson 

 

9D Miss Howard 

9A Mr Topping 

9R Miss Williams 
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9L Mrs Hyde 

9W Mr McKiernan 

9E Mr Swailes 

9N Ms Greenwood 

9I Miss Khan 

 

10A Miss Billington 

10R Miss Garner 

10L Mrs Scott 

10W Mr Lewis and Mr Morriss 

10E Miss Thomasson 

10N Mrs Dean, Mrs Bhamjee and Miss Woodcock 

10I Mr Wilkie 

 

11D Mr Ryder 

11A Mr Stansbie 

11L Miss Iqbal and Mrs Roberts 

11W Miss Patel 

11E Mrs Balu 

11N Mr Pearson 

11I Mr Ramsden 

 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Adam Turner 

Assistant Principal  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


