
Dear Parent/Carer and Student, 
 

At the end of last term, I wrote to you with DACA’s plans for reopening and Year group 
return dates. 

 

Many staff have been very busy and worked hard over the summer to prepare for a full 
reopening and to make the Academy as safe as it can be for everyone to work, teach and 
learn. 

 

The reopening page on the website contains a range of information, images to help with 
how things will look, staggered starts for year groups, as well as a full reopening document. 

 

I am hoping the FAQs below will also answer some initial and key questions. 

Thank you for your positive feedback, which has been gratefully received. 

All the staff at DACA are very much looking forward to welcoming students back, supporting 
them with new routines and enabling them to learn and do their very best. 

 

Yours sincerely,   

Mrs L Dolan  

Principal 

 
 

HOW THE ACADEMY AND LEARNING WILL BE ORGANISED 
 

Q. Where do students go when they arrive on their first day back? 
 

We have staggered return times for each year group. Please click here for information and 
entrances. 

 

There will be staff at the gates directing students, line ups in the yards and signs around the 
Academy. Year 7 will be supervised throughout, so they do not get lost. 

 

Q. Will the gates get crowded at the start and end of the day? 
 

The staggered arrival and end of the day will help reduce the number of students entering 
and leaving at any one time. The gates on Sudell Road and the main gates on Redearth road 
will be open along with reception for Years 12 and 13. Please click here for information 

 

Q. Can my child have a locker? 
 

There will be no lockers available initially to ensure social distancing and restrict movement. 
Each year group has their own zone and years 7,8 and 9 will remain with their tutor group in 
the same room for lessons and can keep their belongings with them. 

https://1eca234e-04a7-4da2-a3a2-dfb92977d765.usrfiles.com/ugd/1eca23_767e64a898e7462eb88f00ed9c744b30.pdf
https://1eca234e-04a7-4da2-a3a2-dfb92977d765.usrfiles.com/ugd/1eca23_767e64a898e7462eb88f00ed9c744b30.pdf
https://1eca234e-04a7-4da2-a3a2-dfb92977d765.usrfiles.com/ugd/1eca23_767e64a898e7462eb88f00ed9c744b30.pdf


Q. My child has additional needs how will these be catered for? 
 

SEND support will be available to all year groups within their bubble. TAs and pastoral 
support staff have been allocated to each year group to monitor student needs. Each year 
group bubble has a ‘Homebase’, pastoral office area and medical room with PPE. 

 

If you have specific questions relating to the individual needs of your child please contact 
Miss Tumelty: jade.tumelty@daca.uk.com or your child’s pastoral manager. 

 

Q. My child has medical needs how will these be catered for? 
 

Please contact your child’s pastoral manager directly to discuss the individual needs of your 
child. We have 27 staff, who are first aid trained and they are placed around the Academy. 

 

Q. Will teaching be in mixed ability groups? 
 

Years 7, 8 and 9 will be taught in tutor groups. Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 will be taught in 
ability and option groups. Teachers will move to students in their bubbles and classrooms. 

 

Q Will the full curriculum be covered? 
 

Yes; all students will be taught our full curriculum adapted to the current situation. All 
students will have a learning pack, which stays with them. PHSE will be a dedicated lesson 
on the timetable to support and care for students with returning to a full school day and 
with their learning. 

 

Q. Will my child be in the same group and room all day? 
 

Mostly; yes, in KS3 and no in KS4. Each year group bubble has an IT suite and students will 
move to do PE and for lunch and break. Students in KS4 and 5 will be in different groups, 
depending on their subject choices, within the year bubble and move classrooms within 
their zones so they can have access to specialist equipment as needed. 

 

Q What will break and lunchtimes be like? 
 

All students will have break and lunch with their own year group bubble and have their own 
yard. Please click here for information 
 

Food will not be provided initially at break. Students should bring their own snack and drink 
for break. Students will be able to order food and a drink for lunch at the start of each day. 
This will be delivered to them when they are sitting in their designated canteen/dining area. 
 

Biometric finger payment or cash will not be used. Parents are asked to pay for food in 
advance via parent pay. 

mailto:jade.tumelty@daca.uk.com
https://1eca234e-04a7-4da2-a3a2-dfb92977d765.usrfiles.com/ugd/1eca23_49563a55d8ca479da6eba8934840805e.pdf


Q. How will students in Y7 be supported with the transition? 
 

Mrs Lewis has had contact with all primary schools during the period of school closure and 
has information on every child which will help us plan for all students. Additionally, there 
have been a number of transition activities during the closure including a parent handbook, 
student passport, transition video, baseline testing and virtual parent’s evening. Mrs Lewis 
will remain the SLT Link for Year 7 and will work closely with the other Year 7 pastoral and 
teaching staff in the bubble to ensure that all children are known well. Year 7 will have a 
transition day on their first day where they will spend the day with their tutor group getting 
to know the routines of the school and meeting their new classmates. 

 

Q. How will Y12 and 13 be supported when they return? 
 

Students will have an induction appointment with Mr Thompson or Mrs Thomas on Friday 
4th, Monday the 7th or Tuesday 8th September. They will go through routines, timetables and 
expectations for Sixth Form. The Sixth Form Leadership Team will meet students at 
reception on their return day the escort them to their rooms. 

 

Q. How much of the timetable in Years 12 and 13 will be remote and how much will be 
face to face to face teaching? 

 

All students in years 12/13 will receive full time face to face teaching from September. 
 

Q. Will sixth form students be able to use IT and do independent study 
 

Yes, this remains in the new 6th form only area. 
 

Q. Will the sixth form have a social area? 
 

Sixth form students will have their own lunch and break area in the lower canteen. 
 

PREVENTION AND HYGIENE 
 

Q. Can my child wear a face mask? 
 

The current guidance does not recommend wearing face coverings in lessons. We will 
continue to follow government guidance which states that masks might be worn in 
communal areas where a school is in an area of high infection transmission. We have been 
very careful to reduce movement and bubble year groups. Any further guidance will be 
issued to parents if this changes. 

 

CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR ANY COVID - 19 OUTBREAKS 
 

Q. What will be the procedure if the year group has a positive Covid - 19? 
 

We will follow the procedure in our reopening booklet which informs us of all the necessary 
steps. More information about this will be shared in September so parents have the most 
up to date information. 



Q. How will my child clean their hands? 
 

Each Year group zone has dedicated toilets and hand sanitising stations are around the 
academy, including on entrances to the building and in the dining areas. 

 

Q Can I come in to school as a parent? 
 

We politely request that you contact us by email or phone to resolve any issues or if you 
have questions. If you require an appointment, we ask you to ring and not to come to 
reception. Please do not come in to reception to meet your child at the end of the day. If we 
need you to come to school for any reason we will make contact and arrange an 
appointment. 


