
 

 

 

 

December 2019 

Dear Parent/carer  

I am writing to thank you for your continued support, and to give you the arrangements for the end of term 

and the start of the spring term 2020.  

The Academy will close for the Christmas holiday at 12.30 p.m. on Friday 20th December 2019.  Students 

who are entitled to a free school meal can pick up a pre-packed meal at morning brunch. 

There will be a combined Christmas jumper and non-uniform day on the last day of term. To take part, 

students are required to donate £1.00. All proceeds will go to the Teenage Cancer Trust. 

Students in Years 11, 12 and 13 have now completed their mock exams and they conducted themselves well 

throughout. Students are currently receiving detailed feedback from their teachers. They are being informed 

about what they have learned well and where they have gaps in their knowledge. It is therefore vital that 

students attend every lesson, every day. Staff have worked hard and completed question level analyses of 

papers, so that this feedback is clear and precise for students.  

This term we have focused on welcoming students at the gate each morning, at classroom doors and setting 

clear expectations and routines for learning. This includes listening to the teacher fully when being taught, 

allowing others to learn at all times and getting what we call ‘100%’ in classrooms. We expect our students 

to say good morning to us and start the day in a positive manner. We are aiming for the highest standards 

of behaviour for learning and conduct from our students at all times. Behaviour has improved in the academy 

over the past term and our ongoing priority is to ensure that teachers can teach and students can learn. The 

vast majority of our students now greet staff in a polite and positive manner. It has been a pleasure to 

welcome them in this way. 

To mark the end of the term we will be holding celebration and rewards assemblies for each year group. This 

includes prizes for the designers of this year’s DACA Christmas card, which was designed by four Year 7 

students.   

The academy will reopen to students on Tuesday 7th January 2020. Students are expected to arrive for a 

prompt start at 8-40 a.m. at the latest, in correct uniform, including black unbranded school shoes and with 

the correct school equipment of a pen, pencil and ruler and a school bag as a minimum. It can often be cold 

and windy in Darwen and many of our students do not come to school wearing a coat. This means they do 

not get the best start to the day. Please ensure your child has a coat to wear on the way to school. Please 

ensure your child is punctual to school. Any student arriving after 8.40 a.m. will be marked late and there 

will be a series of escalating consequences for persistent lateness. The gates will close at 8.40 a.m. so please 
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ensure your child is on time for school. When dropping your child off we ask that you do not park on double 

yellow lines or across the zebra crossing as this creates a hazard and is unsafe for students and staff. 

May I remind you that the academy uniform policy states the only permitted items of jewellery are a single 

small silver or gold stud in each earlobe and a wristwatch. Make up, including nail varnish and false nails, 

should not be worn. No other body piercing is allowed e.g. nose stud. If your child needs a new tie or shoes 

then please ensure that you purchase these during the holiday. Snazzy’s in Darwen have assured us that they 

will be stocking our ties, including the new Year 7 tie, by the end of December. 

We are very much looking forward to meeting parents and carers at our annual awards evening on 17th 

December 2019. The annual Aldridge Christmas concert takes place at St Peter’s church in Darwen from 6- 7 

p.m. on 18th December 2019. We hope you will be able to join us. 

You will have now received the parental calendar for the rest of the year. This can also be found on our 

website. Our half-termly newsletter will be published next week with a summary of many events and success 

stories from the last 8 weeks. 

We are very pleased to inform you that we are once again and for the fifth year running, in the top 10% of all 

sixth forms nationally based on our student outcomes. This is testament to the hard work of our dedicated 

staff and students. 

Some key dates for 2020 are shown below. We look forward to seeing you at these events to discuss the 

progress of your son/daughter, their future choices and to celebrate their success. 

Year 11 parents’ evening: 14th January 

Year 12/13 parents’ evening: 21st January 

Year 11 parent partnership evening 4th February 

Year 8 commendation assembly 25th February 

Year 9 parents’ evening:  3rd March 

Year 9 KS4 options evening: 10th March 

Year 7 parents’ evening: 28th April 

Sports awards evening: 7th July  

I wish you and your family a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs L Dolan 

Principal 

 


